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a pistol or revolver and carrying a pistol without a per-
mit, brought to the Superior Court in the judicial district
of New Haven, where the court, Vitale, J., granted the
defendant’s motion to sever the charge of criminal pos-
session of a pistol or revolver; thereafter, the court
denied the defendant’s motions to preclude certain evi-
dence; subsequently, the charges of felony murder, mur-
der, conspiracy to commit robbery in the first degree
and carrying a pistol without a permit were tried to the
jury before Vitale, J., and the charge of criminal pos-
session of a pistol or revolver was tried to the court;
verdict and judgment of guilty; thereafter, the court
vacated the conviction of felony murder, and the defen-
dant appealed. Affirmed.

Naomi T. Fetterman, with whom, on the brief, was
Peter G. Billings, for the appellant (defendant).

Laurie N. Feldman, deputy assistant state’s attorney,
with whom, on the brief, were Patrick Griffin, state’s
attorney, and Lisa D’Angelo, assistant state’s attorney,
for the appellee (state).

Opinion

PRESCOTT, J. The defendant, Jamal Sumler, appeals
from the judgment of conviction rendered following a
trial in which a jury found him guilty of felony murder
in violation of General Statutes § 53a-54c, murder in
violation of General Statutes § 53a-54a (a), conspiracy
to commit robbery in the first degree in violation of
General Statutes §§ 53a-48 (a) and 53a-134 (a) (2), and
carrying a pistol without a permit in violation of General
Statutes § 29-35 (a), and the trial court, Vitale, J., found
him guilty of criminal possession of a pistol or revolver
in violation of General Statutes § 53a-217c (a) (1). The
defendant claims that the court (1) improperly failed
to recuse itself from the defendant’s trial because Judge
Vitale previously had signed warrants for the defen-
dant’s arrest and for the search of his home, (2) abused
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its discretion by allowing opinion testimony of the
defendant’s identity on video surveillance footage, and
(3) improperly denied the defendant’s motion to sup-
press statements that he made to a police officer while
being transported to the police department. We disagree
and, therefore, affirm the judgment.

The following facts, which reasonably could have been
found by the respective finder of fact, and procedural
history are relevant to this appeal. On April 6, 2015,
the defendant and two other individuals, Dwayne ‘‘Hoo-
die’’ Sayles and Leighton Vanderberg, were travelling
together in a green Ford Focus driven by Vanderberg.
The defendant sat in the front passenger seat and was
wearing sweatpants, a gray hoodie, and dark sneakers.
Sayles sat in the backseat and was wearing gray sweat-
pants, a white T-shirt, and white sneakers.1

The three men drove to Eddy’s Food Centre (Eddy’s)
located at 276 Howard Avenue in New Haven. Once
they arrived, the defendant exited the car, while Vand-
erberg and Sayles remained inside. Before going into
the store, the defendant removed a black revolver from
his waistband and put it in the center console of the
car. He went into Eddy’s for a few minutes, returned
to the car, and then went back into the store a second
time. Upon his return to the car the second time, the
defendant handed Sayles a pair of black gloves. He also
retrieved his revolver and put it in the waistband of
his sweatpants.

Thereafter, the three men drove to the Fair Haven
section of New Haven. Vanderberg pulled onto Ken-
dall Street toward Fulton Terrace and parked the car,
intending to smoke ‘‘dutches.’’2 Not having enough
cigars, someone suggested that they buy more cigars
from a nearby store. The defendant and Sayles then

1 At some point, Vanderberg gave Sayles a navy blue sweatshirt from his
car, which Sayles put on over his white T-shirt.

2 A ‘‘dutch’’ is a marijuana filled cigar.


